New technology: use of cine MRI for velopharyngeal insufficiency.
Cine magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) has been used since 1999 to evaluate velopharyngeal function. It allows the visualization of articulatory movement of the velopharyngeal port at rest and during speech. In addition, some studies have shown that it can be synched with audio and can define specific anatomic defects. Cine MRI also provides a non-invasive modality by which velopharyngeal closure can be evaluated. In this chapter, the utility and technique of cine MRI will be described.